REMARKS 

This paper is filed in response to the Office Action mailed on November 14, 2003. 
Claims 1-30, 38-41, 44, and 45 are currently pending in the application. Claims 1-30, 38-41, 44, 
and 45 have been examined and stand rejected. Reconsideration of Claims 1-30, 38-41, 44, 
and 45 is respectfully requested. 

The Rejection of C laim 44 Unde r 35 U.S.C. Sill Second Para ph 

Claim 44 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicants regard as 
the invention. The Examiner states that "Claim 44 is indefinite in calling for a method for 
making castings when in fact no steps are recited to actually make the castings-i.e., the claim is 
directed only to treating the mold." 

Applicants respectfully traverse the rejection. As originally submitted, Claim 44 recited a 
step for "treating a mold with a solution comprising a release agent, wherein the solution has a 
P H that induces an attracting force on an oxide surface of the mold to bond the release agent to 
the surface." Such step is clearly one used in a method for making castings from oxide-coated 
molds as claimed. Therefore, contrary to the Examiner's contention, a step for making castings 
was recited. 

In any event, Claim 44 has been amended to incorporate using the treated mold to shape 
curable resin to provide a casting from the treated mold, so the amendment is made in 
accordance with the disclosure. This amendment is being made to expedite an early Notice of 
Allowance, and not for any reason related to patentability. 

Accordingly, applicants respectfully request withdrawal of the rejection of Claim 44. 
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The Rejection of Claims 1-10 38-41 44. and 45 TTnH.r nh y jousness-Tvp . nn,.H, p,*^ 

Claims 1-30, 38-41, 44, and 45 are provisionally rejected under the judicially created 
doctrine of double patenting over Claims 1-26 of co-pending Application No. 09/769,014. 
Applicants respectfully traverse the rejection for the following reasons. 

It appears from information available to applicants that the Application No. 09/769,014 is 
no longer pending as of Januarys, 2003. Accordingly, for a provisional rejection under 
obviousness-type double patenting based on a pending application, the applications must, in fact, 
be co-pending. Because the Application No. 09/769,014 is no longer pending, applicants believe 
the obviousness-type double patenting rejection of Claims 1-30, 38-41, 44, and 45 is no longer 
applicable to the claims at issue. 

Accordingly, applicants respectfully request the withdrawal of the rejection of 
Claims 1-30, 38-41, 44, and 45. 

Even despite the mootness of the rejection, applicants believe the claims in the present 
application are nonetheless distinct and nonobvious from the claims of Application 
No. 09/769,014. 
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CONCLUSION 

In view of the foregoing amendment and remarks, applicants respectfully submit that 
Claims 1-30, 38-41, 44, and 45 are allowable. If there is any further question or comment that 
will expedite the issuance of a Notice of Allowance, the Examiner is invited to contact the 
applicants' attorney at the number provided below. 

Respectfully submitted, 

CHRISTENSEN O'CONNOR 
JOHNSON KINDNESS PLLC 
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Laura A. Cruz 
Registration No. 46,649 
Direct Dial No. 206.695.1725 




I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the U.S. Postal Service in a sealed 
envelope as first class mail with postage thereon fully prepaid and addressed to Mail Stop Non-Fee Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents,^. O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 223 1 3J450, on the below date. 
Date: I / 5 fO J ^ 
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